Supporting Paper A

A meeting of the Gift of A Burrow for Allotments Trustees
held on Monday 26 April 2021 at 10:30
Present:
Chair:

Councillor R Dietrich.

Councillors:

E Andrews and J Buczkowski.

Others present:

S Reardon (Meeting Administrator), J Moyses (Allotment
Administrator), J Norris (Town Clerk).

1.

Apologies
To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor M Dale.

2.

Declarations under the Code of Conduct
Members are reminded of the requirement to declare any interest, including the type
of interest and reason for that interest, either at this stage of the meeting or as soon
as they become aware of that interest.
No declarations were made.

3.

Public Participation
15 minutes is set aside at the beginning of the meeting to enable members of the
public to raise matters which are relevant to the work of the Committee. Up to 3
minutes is allowed per person. It may not be possible to reply straightaway and the
question may only be noted and a written response sent at a later date.
Speaker 1 – Requested that he be able to join the discussion at item 7. He was advised
that Standing Orders would need to be suspended at that time and that a resolution
would be required.

4.

Minutes
To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 22 February 2021 and 6 June 2021.
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 22 February 2021 are adopted as a
true and correct record of the meeting and signed as such.
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2021 are adopted as a true
and correct record of the meeting and signed as such.

5.

Allotment Finances
To receive report detailing financial position.
Resolved that the allotment financial report is noted.

6.

Allotment Association
To receive an update from the Allotment Association and to receive matters for
consideration at a future meeting.
The following email was received from the Allotment Association:
“Waste Area under Apple Tree:
Following our committee discussion, we feel that this is a matter for the
Trustees & Council to manage.
In the past we have tried to stop all plot holders from dumping "green waste"
in this area but have not been successful.
We would suggest that the Town Council sends out an email to all plotholders, telling them to stop dumping green waste in this area.
We would also suggest that the council puts in place at this site location a
"council" notice saying something like "no dumping of green waste here"
If the council intend to remove the existing waste, then it should first decide
exactly what it is going to do with that green waste.
Footpaths:
We do not understand exactly what the Trustees objectives are here.
The whole site slopes down from St Andrews end down to Tiverton road and
this obviously results in some sloping foot paths especially at the higher end
of the site.
The Trustees have around £1400 pound in the bank, with further plot rents
due at the end of September.
We would suggest that there is an opportunity to invest in the site with some
site access path improvements, via the three gates and the central access
pathway.
In the past we have had some disabled access requirements onto the site and
surface improvements on these access paths would help such access in the
future and would also be a good investment for the future use of the site for
all people.”

Resolved that a quotation is obtained to clear the rubbish heap at the top of the Burrow’s
Field, all tenants are informed that no waste is to be disposed in this location, that signage is
placed to deter waste tippers and that a penalty of forfeiture of their allotment plot is placed
for those caught dumping waste at this location. Proposed Councillor R Dietrich, seconded
Councillor J Buczkowski. J Buczkowski, E Andrews, R Dietrich.
Resolved that Standing Orders are suspended to allow a member of the public to participate
in the following item.
Speaker 1 does not accept the view of the Allotment Association and feels that the
undercutting of some of the plots at the top of Burrow’s Field is unacceptable. This, in his
view, is a result of poor digging techniques. With regard to the waste area, there is a
considerable amount of general waste in this area rather than merely green waste. He has
noted that there are still people taking waste to this area. The dumping of waste in this area
is not in accordance with the Allotment Policy and will need to be managed and has suggested
regular inspections and communications with tenants.

Resolved that Standing Orders are resumed.
7.

Maintenance Matters
To consider maintenance matters at Burrow’s Field as follows:
a.

To consider the recent allotment inspection report (Supporting Paper D).
Resolved that a quotation is obtained to clear the rubbish heap at the top of
the Burrow’s Field, all tenants are informed that no waste is to be disposed in
this location, that signage is placed to deter waste tippers and that a penalty
of forfeiture of their allotment plot is placed for those caught dumping waste
at this location.
The Assistant Town Clerk has been requested to formulate an Action List for
the GoAB Trustees.

b.

To consider the condition of the footpaths at the Burrow’s Field and any
remedial action that may be required.
Resolved that the Town Clerk is approached to establish if kick boards can be
installed by council staff or, if not, quotes are obtained to install kick boards
where there are significant trip and fall hazards due to allotment undercutting
where identified at the recent allotment inspection and as a matter of urgency.

8.

Date of Next Meeting
To confirm the date of the next meeting. To be agreed once the meeting schedule has
been agreed by the Full Council.

