Town Clerk: Miss Joy Norris MSc ACIS
The Town Hall, 1 High Street, Devon, EX15 1AB
town.clerk@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
01884 38249

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Town Centre and Economic Development Committee
will take place on Monday, 22nd February 2021 starting at 19:00 hrs.
The meeting will be held with participants being present through remote attendance by virtue of
Statutory Instrument 2020 No 392 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus)
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2020.
The public are welcome to attend this meeting by using the internet, mobile phones or landline
phones – please see the links below.
If you are using the internet please use the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/96371246791 Meeting ID: 963 7124 6791 or use this QR code
To use one tap mobile dial 03300885830,,96371246791# or
01314601196,,96371246791#
To use a landline dial To use a landline dial: 0330 088 5830 or 0131 460 1196 or 0203 481 5237 or
0203 481 5240 or 0203 901 7895 or 0208 080 6591 or 208 080 6592
Meeting ID: 963 7124 6791
Members of the public are invited to ask questions or raise issues relevant to the work of the
Committee as part of the item on the agenda called Public Participation; the overall time available
for the Public Participation agenda item is restricted to 15 minutes unless the Chair decides
otherwise. Individual speakers are restricted to 3 minutes and are asked not to repeat points that
have been made previously. If you would like to ask a question or speak, please email
enquiries@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk 48 hours before the meeting with your first and last
names and give a brief outline of what you wish to say. This will ensure that your name is on the
list to speak and will help us ensure that you are not missed – as you can imagine, it is easier to
see and manage public speaking when everyone is physically present in the same room.
Notification in this way will ensure the meeting runs as smoothly as possible.
You may find it useful to read the Protocol on Remote Meetings before you join (this can be
accessed on the Town Council’s website).
The Agenda for the meeting is attached. Copies of the reports will be available on the Town
Council website or hard copies can be made available if you contact the Town Council Office
(contact details are at the top of this notice).

Joy Norris
Town Clerk
Date: 16th February 2021
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AGENDA
Town Centre And Economic Development Committee 22 February 2021
Committee Membership: Councillors: E Andrews, J Buczkowski, K Haslett, J Johns, J Lochhead and
M Smith (Chair)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 15 minutes is set aside as a specific agenda item to enable members of
the public to bring issues relevant to the Committee to the attention of Councillors. Up to 3
minutes is allowed for each person. Members of the public will only be permitted to speak during
the Public Participation agenda item.
1.

Chair’s Announcements
The Chair may make announcements relevant to the work of the Committee.
Note: announcements are for information only and not for debate, discussion or questioning.

2.

Apologies For Absence
To receive apologies for absence from Councillors unable to attend the meeting.

3.

Declarations of Interests
To receive any Declarations of Interest from Councillors and Officers in respect of matters to be
considered at this meeting, together with an appropriate statement regarding the nature of the
interest.
Councillors and Officers are reminded of the requirement to declare any interest, including the
type of interest, and reason for that interest, either at this stage of the meeting or as soon as
they become aware of that interest.

4.

Public Participation
To allow members of the public present at the meeting to raise matters which are relevant to
the work of the Committee; up to 3 minutes will be allowed for each person.

5.

Minutes
To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2021 as a correct record (Supporting
Paper A)

6.

Action List
To receive and review the Action List relating to the Town Centre and Economic Development
Committee. (Supporting Paper B)

7.

Financial Matters
(i)
To receive and review information about the Town Centre and Economic
Development Committee income, expenditure and commitments, compared to the
2020/21 budget estimates. (Supporting Paper C)

8.

Market Updates
(i)
to receive an oral report from the weekly market representative including an update
on recent markets and any matters that the stallholders wish to bring to the
attention of the Committee
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TOWN CENTRE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
Minutes of a Committee meeting held on Monday 25th January 2021 at 19.00hrs.
Meeting held with remote attendance
Present
Chair: Councillor M Smith
Committee Members: Councillors: J Buzckowski, K Haslett, J Johns and J Lochhead
In Attendance:
Councillors: Officers: J Norris (Town Clerk), M Weston (Deputy Town Clerk)
Weekly Market Representative: S Robinson
Farmers Market Representative: S Jones
No members of the public attended the meeting
TCED 59.

Chair’s Announcements
The Chair said that the Town Council had been informed that 19 High Street, Cullompton has
been sold to another party and that he would like a future agenda item regarding a way forward
should a similar opportunity arise in the future.

TCED 60.

Apologies For Absence
An apology for absence was received from Cllr Andrews.

TCED 61.

Declarations of Interests
No declarations of interest were made regarding any items on the Agenda.

TCED 62.

Public Participation
This agenda item allows members of the public present at the meeting to raise matters which
are relevant to the work of the Committee.

TCED 63.

No matters were raised
Minutes
Consideration was given to the draft Minutes of the meeting held on 30 November 2020
(Supporting Paper A to the Agenda)
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RESOLVED that the draft Minutes of the meeting held on 30 November 2020 be confirmed as a
correct record.

TCED 64.

Action List
The Action List relating to the Town Centre and Economic Development Committee was
reviewed and the actions and completed items noted. (Supporting Paper B to the Agenda)
It was informally agreed that no further action should be taken about the possibility of having
barriers between the parking and pedestrian areas in the Higher Bullring.

TCED 65.

Appointment of Committee Vice-Chair
The appointment of a Committee Vice-Chair for the remainder of the municipal year was
considered.
RESOLVED that Cllr Lochhead be appointed as the Committee’s Vice-Chair for the remainder of
the municipal year.

TCED 66.

Financial Matters
Information about the Town Centre and Economic Development Committee income,
expenditure and commitments, compared to the 2020/21 budget estimates was reviewed.
(Supporting Paper C to the Agenda )
RESOLVED to accept the Income and Expenditure account for the Committee.

TCED 67.

Market Updates
(i)
An oral report was received from the weekly market representative, the report
included:
 Ideas for assisting the smooth re-opening of the weekly market were made including
having a Marshall to assist with customer flow.
 The traders have been contacted by the Deputy Town Clerk regarding likely dates to
resume the market.
 PAT testing – a potential contractor was suggested
 Any COVID Guidelines and restrictions in place at the time the market resumes will need
to be complied with
 risk mitigations may include a one-way system
The Town Council will encourage the traders to resume the market in February and then when
restrictions are lifted organise a re-launch with a mini festival possibly around the Easter holiday
(ii)



An oral report was received from the Farmers’ Market representative, the report
included:
The Farmers Market will be open this Saturday but there will be a reduced number of
traders, and it is also offering the box scheme
There will be a 1 way system and the stalls will be turned around to assist with social
distancing
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The Farmers Market will feature in a BBC television programme “Farmers Showdown” on
26.01.20

TCED 68.

Outdoor Team Report
A report from the Outdoor Team about recent and planned work was noted. (Supporting Paper
D to the Agenda)

11

St Andrew’s Car Park - Charges
Consideration was given to the reinstatement of charges for parking in St Andrew’s Car Park,
taking into account any relevant restrictions and advice pertaining to the COVID 19 Pandemic.
RESOLVED that the car park remains free of charge until such time as it can resume its role as a
shoppers car park.

12.

Committee Terms Of Reference – Committee Membership – Culm Valley In Business
Consideration was given to making a recommendation to the Town Council that Culm Valley In
Business has a representative on the Town Centre and Economic Development Committee and
that the representative may participate in a meeting as a Committee member but will not have
any voting rights (as the Committee has delegated authority to deal with some financial
matters).
RESOLVED to RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL that Culm Valley In Business has a representative on
the Town Centre and Economic Development Committee and that the representative may
participate in a meeting as a Committee member but will not have any voting rights (as the
Committee has delegated authority to deal with some financial matters).

13.

Members Questions
This agenda item gives Councillors an opportunity to ask questions which are relevant to the
work of the Committee.




A request was made to put floral arrangements on agenda for future meeting
The role of the Committee in relation to the Heritage Action Zone was raised
The appearance and maintenance of 28 roundabout was requested as a future agenda
item– put something on a future agenda

The meeting closed at 20:02hrs
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Supporting Paper B

No

Date of Meeting

Agenda
Item /
Action / Resolution
Topic /
Minute No

1

03/09/2019 - St
Andrews Car Park

ST Andrew's
That the availability of daytime permits is
Car Park

2

25/11/2019

vigorously publicised.
That the Council enters into a new contract
with Devon County Council for the
management and enforcement of St Andrews
St Andrew's
car park for a fixed fee of £2,400 per year.
Car Park
Emphasise that the Council would like the
changes to the parking charges implemented
as soon as possible.

3

25/11/2019 Market

Market

4

25/11/2019 Market

Market

Page

Financial
implications

£2,400 per annum

That the Council objects to the decision that
the fish van must park in a parking space. The
fish van has been coming to Cullompton for 30
years plus, it is an integral part of the market
and is vital to the market’s sustainability. It Is
not practical for the van to park in a parking
space. Clerk to write to Devon County Council
and ask that they grant permission for the fish
van to park on a specified section of the
pavement, where it is causing no
inconvenience to anyone, on Wednesdays and
Saturdays.
In the longer term the Town Council will
investigate training in order that a member of
staff can become the Designated Premises
Supervisor.

1

Action List

To be
actioned
by

Priority

Progress / Action Taken

TC

Medium

Deferred due to changes to parking charges
yet to be implemented by DCC.

TC

High

03.08.20 TCED Cttee agreed action to be
deferred until COVID-19 situation has eased
New Agreement on Agenda for 22.02.21

DTC/TC

High

Contact made with DCC who are not willing
to change their stance. Cllr John Berry has
also tried to get DCC to change their minds
but to no avail. Application submitted for a
permit to enable the fish van to park across
4 parking spaces. Council to pay the cost of
the permit which we understand to be £45.
TCED Committee 03.08.20 write to DCC
Chief Executive stating that the DCC ruling is
not acceptable to the town Council and ask
for an explanation and justification of the
DCC stance
28.10.2020 letter sent to DCC Chief
Executive

TC

Low
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5

27/01/2020 - St
Andrews Car Park

Supporting Paper B

That the daytime permit becomes an all-day (24
ST Andrew's hour) permit and the fee remains at £250. No more
Car Park
than 5 permits to be sold, as per original agreement,
due to limited capacity of the car park

6

27/01/2020 Market

market

That the Council submits a revised planning
application for the market and asks XL Planning Ltd
to prepare a suitable plan at a cost of £300.
Planning application to be prepared by Town
Council staff

7

17/09/2020

Public
Toilets
Cleaning

Investigate costs of clinell wipes(large, green) and
holder

8

26/10/2020

Action List

03.08.20 TCED Cttee agreed action to be
deferred until COVID-19 situation has eased
This is detailed on the new Parking Order

£300

TC

Electric Car Charging Points
Write To DCC saying announcememnts made for
Public
Crediton & Tiverton what about Cullompton - could
Particpation
do with something in the centre of town

Page

DTC/TC

TC

2

Medium

XL Planning have been instructed to prepare
a plan of the Higher Bullring area.
Plan has been received and planning
application form drafted
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Cullompton Town Council

23:01

Detailed Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 18/02/2021

Month No: 10

Committee Report

Actual
Current Mth

Actual Year
To Date

Current
Annual Bud

Variance
Committed
Annual Total Expenditure

Funds
Available

% Spent

Transfer
to/from EMR

Town Ctre/Econ Dev Committee
800 Town Centre
1800 Street Market Income
1905 St Andrews car park income
Town Centre :- Income
4005 CCTV
4105 St Andrew's Car Park
4120 Town Maintenance
4122 Grass/Verge Cutting
4150 Public Convenience Running Exp

0

0

1,000

1,000

0.0%

81

137

5,500

5,363

2.5%

81

137

6,500

6,363

2.1%

0

593

1,000

407

407

59.3%

212

2,336

5,500

3,164

3,164

42.5%

94

2,685

7,500

4,815

4,815

35.8%

0

3,805

4,000

195

195

95.1%

(1,575)

6,593

7,000

407

407

94.2%

4800 Outdoor Market expenses

0

300

0

(300)

(300)

0.0%

9032 Car Park Improvements EMR332

0

0

8,000

8,000

9070 Market

0

1,400

3,000

1,600

9090 CCTV - EMR358

0

0

2,360

2,360

(1,269)

17,711

38,360

20,649

1,349

(17,573)

(31,860)

(14,287)

Town Ctre/Econ Dev Committee :- Income

81

137

6,500

6,363

Expenditure

(1,269)

17,711

38,360

20,649

1,349

(17,573)

Grand Totals:- Income

81

137

6,500

6,363

Expenditure

(1,269)

17,711

38,360

20,649

Net Income over Expenditure

1,349

(17,573)

(31,860)

(14,287)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

1,349

(17,573)

Town Centre :- Indirect Expenditure
Net Income over Expenditure

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

312

312

8,000

0.0%

1,288

57.1%

2,360

0.0%

20,338

47.0%

2.1%
312

20,338

47.0%

2.1%
312

20,338

47.0%

0

0
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Agenda No 9, Outdoor Team Report

1. The “Keep Your Distance” pavement signs have been repainted throughout the town
2. The bench from the top of Exeter Hill has been refurbished and is due to be re-instated week
commencing 15 February 2021
3. The bench from the Lower Bullring is undergoing refurbishment, the slats have been sanded
and varnished and the ends are part done.
4. The bike rack has been red leaded ready for painting.

Report Prepared: 18 February 2021
Report Author: Town Clerk
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Agenda No 10 (ii) St Andrews’ Car Park,
Arrangements for the Enforcement of Parking Regulations
The Committee’s recommendation to Council regarding the agreement and fee arrangement
suggested by Devon County Council is required.

ntroduction
1. In February 2018 the Town Council entered an agreement with Devon County
Council a copy of which is attached as annex 1.
2. Since the first lockdown started in March 2020 the Town Council has not imposed
the parking charges and Devon County Council have not made any charges although
they have dealt with a very small number of enforcement issues and some queries
about parking permits.
Current situation
3. Devon County Council are proposing changes to the Agreement with a fixed fee
arrangement and have provided a draft agreement and suggested a start date of 1
April 2021 regardless of whether or not parking charges have been re-instated.
4. The proposed fee is £2,400 plus VAT per annum.
5. The draft document is attached to this report as annex 2 - it should be noted that an
off street parking order is already in place.

Report prepared: 18 February 2021
Report Author: Town Clerk

Annex 2
Text of Email from Traffic Management Team Manager at Devon County Council

“Looking ahead, we do need to finalise the agency agreement for our new fixed fee relationship and I
attach a draft for your approval. I will draw your attention to updated lines regarding VAT in
paragraphs 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 and 3.5 having received guidance from our VAT team.
With regards “go live”, to date we have not launched the fixed fee arrangement as the Town Council
has asked that charges and enforcement be suspended. The Town Council did not want to be subject
to costs during this period when no income was being created by the site. I hope we will see greater
commercial activity as we move out of lockdown and the Town Council might feel that charges and
enforcement should be reinstated in the coming months. However, it is clear that this site still
requires interventions from myself and my team therefore I feel that it is necessary to look to
commence our fixed fee arrangement in the very near future.
I think it is fair that we commence on the 1st April 2021 (regardless of whether the charges for the car
park have been reinstated), I hope this is agreeable.
Best regards,”

THIS AGREEMENT is made on the 1st day of

April

2021

BETWEEN
(1)

DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL of County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter EX2 4QD
(the "Authority"); and

(2)

CULLOMPTON TOWN COUNCIL of the Town Hall, 1 High Street, Cullompton,
Devon, EX15 1AB (the "Town Council”).

BACKGROUND
(A)

The Authority proposes to make an off street parking order, the Devon County
Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order in respect of St Andrews Car Park an off
street pay and display car park.
OPERATIVE PROVISIONS

1.

Definitions
“Car Park” means the car park situated in St Andrews Road, Cullompton, as
outlined in red on the plan attached to this Agreement at Schedule 1;
“Commencement Date” means the date the Order comes into effect;
“Machine” means the pay and display ticket machine in the Car Park;
“Order” means the draft Devon County Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order
2018 attached to this Agreement at Schedule 2;
“Penalty Charge Notice” means a penalty charge notice as defined in the Order;
“Services” means those car parking services more particularly described in clause
2 below.

2.

The Services
Pay and Display Machine

2.1

The Town Council will pay for one Machine in the Car Park. The Authority will
arrange for Machine to be installed in the Car Park in such location as shall be
agreed with the Town Council.

2.2

In the event of damage, howsoever arising, to the machine, or the theft of the
machine, or at the end of the machine’s service life, the cost of replacing the
machine shall be met in full by the Town Council.
1

2.3

The Authority shall be responsible for providing the tickets for the Machine and
maintaining it.

2.4

The Authority shall ensure that a sufficient number of suitably worded notices are
erected in the Car Park so that the public is made aware of the requirement to pay
in order to park in the car park, the tariff for doing so and the penalty for either
failing to pay or paying an incorrect amount. The cost of the notices, including
having them made and installed shall be met by the Town Council.

2.5

The Authority shall ensure that the Machine is equipped with the necessary
software and networking to enable them to accept appropriate payment.
The
Authority will provide a cashless parking solution.

2.6

The Authority shall ensure that the Machine dispenses appropriately worded pay
and display tickets.

2.7

The Authority shall ensure, through its contractor, that cash from the Machine is
collected on a regular basis.
Parking Permits

2.8

The Authority will provide a parking permit system, including web based
applications portal, and postal fulfilment of physical permits.

2.9

Rules relating to eligibility and availability of permits will be agreed with the Town
Council.
Enforcement

2.10

The Authority will be responsible for enforcing the Order, such enforcement to be
based on an average of 4 (four) occasions per week spread over 52 (fifty two)
weeks per year, in line with the Authority’s programmed enforcement in and around
the Cullompton area. For the avoidance of doubt this means that in some weeks
there may be less than 4 (four) enforcement visits, but in other weeks there may be
more than 4 (four) enforcement visits.

2.11

The Authority will be responsible for issuing, processing and enforcing Penalty
Charge Notices.

3.

Financial
Pay and Display Machine

3.1

The Authority shall be responsible for counting and reconciling the income received
from the Machine. The Authority shall be entitled to retain twenty per cent (20%) of
the income collected from the Machine and shall return the balance of the income
collected from the Machine to the Town Council. All income will be returned to the
2

Town Council. The monies to be returned to the Town Council shall be paid by the
Authority to the Town Council within 21 days of the end of each quarter with the
first payment being due 21 days after the end of the first quarter following the
Commencement Date. Both parties will be responsible for the payment of any
VAT or other taxes due on the income they receive from the Machine. The Town
Council will be responsible for the payment of VAT or any other taxes due on
the income they receive from the Machine.

Cashless Parking
3.2

The Authority shall be responsible for reconciling income received from cashless
parking services provided by a third party. The Authority shall be entitled to retain
twenty per cent (20%) of the income collected, and shall return the balance of the
income collected to the Town Council. All income will be returned to the Town
Council. The monies to be returned to the Town Council shall be paid by the
Authority to the Town Council within 21 days of the end of each quarter with the
first payment being due 21 days after the end of the first quarter following the
Commencement Date . Both parties will be responsible for the payment of any
VAT or other taxes due on the income they receive. The Town Council will be
responsible for the payment of VAT or any other taxes due on the income they
receive.

Parking Permits
3.3

The Authority shall be responsible for reconciling income received from the sale of
parking permits. The Authority shall be entitled to retain twenty per cent (20%) of
the income collected, and shall return the balance of the income collected to the
Town Council. All income will be returned to the Town Council. The monies to be
returned to the Town Council shall be paid by the Authority to the Town Council
within 21 days of the end of each quarter with the first payment being due 21 days
after the end of the first quarter following the Commencement Date . Both parties
will be responsible for the payment of any VAT or other taxes due on the income
they receive. The Town Council will be responsible for the payment of VAT or any
other taxes due on the income they receive.
Penalty Charge Notice

3.4

The Authority shall be entitled to retain any and all monies received arising from
the issue of a Penalty Charge Notice.
Payment for Services

3.5

The Authority shall be paid a fixed fee of £2400 per annum in relation to is services
(excluding costs relating to replacement or maintenance of Pay and Display
machines, or signing, as described in sections 2.2 and 2.4) VAT will be added to
the fee at the prevailing rate.
3

4.

The Car Park

4.1

The Town Council shall be responsible for:
a) ensuring the Car Park is safe to use;
b) removing any vehicle that it is necessary, for whatever reason, to be removed
from the Car Park;
c) the maintenance and repair of the Car Park, including the maintenance and
repair of the Machine;
d) the payment of any business rates or other rates and taxes in relation to the
Car Park;
e) ensuring that appropriate insurance cover is in place in respect of the Car Park,
including, without limitation, public liability insurance; and
f)

5.

reporting to the Authority any damage caused, howsoever arising, to the
Machine.

Commencement
This Agreement shall commence on the Commencement Date.

6.

Termination
Either party may terminate this agreement by giving the other party three months
notice in writing.

7.

Governing Law
This Agreement is subject to the laws of England and Wales.

Signed by duly authorised representatives of the parties the day first mentioned
Signed on behalf of the Authority
Name
Position
Date
Signed on behalf of the Town Council
By
Name
4

Position
Date
And
By
Name
Position
Date
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Agenda No 11 Town Centre CCTV Additional Coverage
Recommendation:
(i) That Cullompton Town Council contracts Metcalfe Allen to install an additional CCTV
Camera located at Norton Optician and covering Church Street.
(ii) That the costs of the purchase and installation of the additional camera and 8TB HDD in
the recording device are recharged to the Town Team
(iii) That Cullompton Town Council takes responsibility for the maintenance and future
replacement of this additional camera alongside its existing Town Centre CCTV.

Background
1. The Town Team has investigated the need for an additional CCTV camera as part of a town
centre safety initiative, for which they have funding (see 2 below). Church Street has been
identified as a site of low level anti-social behaviour.
2. Funding has been obtained from MDDC for the installation of an additional CCTV camera to
be co-located with the existing cameras on the façade of Norton Opticians. This camera will
require annual cleaning at the same time as the remainder of the town’s CCTV system is
cleaned and serviced; it will require occasional replacement.
3. The annual service of the CCTV system will not be impacted in any significant way; the
servicing team will be in the location anyway and an additional camera’s impact on their
work will be negligible. Replacement costs, today, would be £395.00 + VAT.
4. At the same time, funding has been secured to install an additional 8TB HDD in the CCTV
recording device to enable approximately 6 weeks of footage to be retained before being
recorded over.

Report by: Assistant Town Clerk.
Report Date: 09 February 2021
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Agenda No 12, Back Britain Campaign
Introduction

1. The attached information was sent to Councillors by a member of the public. Subsequently the
town Clerk was requested to put an item on the agenda for a meeting of this Committee.
Other Relevant Information
2. The Town Council procurement process does have to comply with certain rules and regulations
which include the Town Council’s own Standing Orders and The Public Contracts Regulations
2015.
3. The Town Council has a responsibility to ensure it acts in a transparent way, provides “a level
playing field” for suppliers and contractors and obtains value for money.
4. At the beginning of The Town Council’s Scheme of Delegation /Terms of Reference is the
following statement of intent.
“Decision Making The Town Council and its Committees, Working Groups and staff will
endeavour to work within the policy framework set by the Town Council and Its
Committees; if the Town Council or a Committee makes a decision which deviates from
an agreed, existing policy the reason for the deviation will be included in the minute
recording the decision. If a member of staff makes a decision which deviates form from
an agreed, existing policy the reason it will be reported to the next relevant Committee
meeting.
All decisions will be made with due regard to the following principles:
 Legality
 Financial prudence and value for money
 The management of risk in a proportionate and considered manner
 The exercise of power must be proportionate to the desired outcome
 Account will be taken of consultation with partners and the public
 Proper consideration of advice from Officers and professional advisors
 Respect for human rights, diversity and equality
 Environmental impact and sustainability
 Council, Committee and Sub Committee decisions will be made in public whenever
appropriate and possible
Specifically, decision makers will ensure that in arriving at a decision full and proper
consideration is given to
 The likely effect on crime and disorder and the need for prevention (Crime and Disorder
Act 198 S 17)
 The Town Council’s duty to promote equality and diversity
 Human Rights Legislation
 Environmental impact and sustainability
 Health and safety
 Obtaining and delivering value for money”

Report Prepared: 18 February 2021
Report Author: Town Clerk
Background Papers:
National Association of Local Councils Legal Topic Note 87 (February 2021)

CULLOMPTON
COULD BE THE
FIRST TOWN
IN THE UK
TO START BACKING
BRITAIN
Will YOU Help?

Why do we need to back Britain at this time?
Like the rest of the world, we are in very uncertain times due to the Covid restrictions and
the financial implications of Britain not working as normal.
Britain's exit from the EU will also give rise to a certain amount of uncertainty for our
farmers, fishermen and businesses in general.
How may this uncertainty affect us all?
It is predicted that many businessess and jobs will not survive, driving unemployment to
levels not seen since the 2nd World War.
How can we help others in order to help ourselves, our families and our businesses? The
answer is simple. Buy British. It is rare to find an item that is not produced in this country,
yet we often favour buying foreign.
Just the other day I wanted to buy an alcohol burner, and searched Ebay for choices. I
came up with five that appeared to be suitable, and priced well. Therefore, I enquired as to
where these items were made. All five came from China, so I declined to purchase them.
For another £2 we bought the same item that had been British manufactured. The
difference was simply asking the question before buying.
This shows that we are backing Britain, building a future not only for ourselves, but our
children and grandchildren.
Another example of where we can help our farmers to thrive, is the cheese industry. British
cheese now leads the world in supplying quality cheeses. Buying quality British cheese
can be far less expensive thatn imported cheese. e.g.
La Rustique French Camenbert 250gm £2.05
British Tesco Camembert 250gm
£1.25
The rationale is simple. Check where it comes from and buy British. It may cost a little
more, be the same price, or even less expensive. But even if we pay a little more, this
money is staying in the country, helping to provide jobs and wealth for us all.
.
Can your organization support the statement of intent, We will always try to buy British
goods / Services first , and encourage others to do the same?
STRATEGY
The present strategy is to receive statements of intent from Cullompton organizations
supporting I'M BACKING BRITAIN .
Produce a logo including the strapline I'M BACKING BRITAIN .
Small poster for businesses in Cullompton to display.
Press release stating our objectives and achievemnts.
Arrange for TV coverage locally and nationally.
Work together to get this adopted as a national strategy.
Please discuss this with colleagues and friends. I'm backing Britain, will you?
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Agenda No 13, Floral Enhancements
The Committee is asked to provide guidance on the arrangements for floral
enhancements for the town for 2021/2022
(i)
(ii)

Which planters in the town are to be planted
To seek quotations a) planted baskets, b) baskets and plants c) plants for
planters to be planted by CTC Outdoor Team d) watering all planters and
baskets

Introduction
1. The Town Centre and Economic Development Committee now has the town centre’s
floral enhancements within its remit, (previously this was under the auspices of the
Community Wellbeing Committee).
2. The Town Council has a number of planters located throughout the town which it
arranges to be planted and watered during the summer months.
3. Working with local businesses hanging baskets are provided and watered for an
agreed sum.
Background information
4. In 2020, due to the pandemic new arrangements were put in place and planted
hanging baskets were offered free of charge to any local businesses who agreed to
water the basket at their premises. The baskets were purchased and planted using
part of a town centre grant from MDDC and 2 new 3 tier planters were also
purchased.
5. In 2019, 45 hanging baskets were ordered – this included 19 for the Town Council (2
x Top Town, 5 x Cemetery (2 stolen) 2 x Padbrook Roundabout, 4 x Fire Station,
3 x Town Hall, 1 x Police Station, 2 x Public Toilets).
6. In 2019 prices were obtained a) for planted baskets and b) for regular watering of
the planters and baskets.
7. In 2019 businesses were charged £42.00 per basket to include watering.

Report Prepared: 21 February 2021
Report Author: Town Clerk
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Agenda No 14, Verge Grass Cutting
The Committee is asked to consider the current verge cutting regime and if it wishes to
continue with the existing regime (e.g. locations, frequency, contractor) or would like to
make any changes

Introduction
1. The Town Centre and Economic Development Committee hold the budget for grass /
verge cutting (account code 4122), the current annual budget is £4,000
2. The Town Council took a decision in 2016 not to cut or pay for the cutting of highway
verges during 2016, a log was kept of complaints and the decision was re-considered
at a Town Council meeting held on 15 December 2016 when the following resolution
was made:
“RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Grass Verges Working Group meeting
held on 13 December 2016 are noted and the recommendation contained
therein is approved i.e. “That the Council accepts the £2561.00 from Devon
County Council towards the cutting of highway verges in Cullompton parish
and uses this along with some of the £5,000 in its 2017/18 budget for
grass/verge cutting to contract Mid Devon District Council to cut the highway
grass 5 times per year at a cost of £1001.86 per cut provided that no
additional forced costs for additional services are placed on the Council by
the District or County Council during the 2017/18 financial year”.
Proposed Cllr Gordon Guest, seconded Cllr Kate Haslett.”
Current Situation
3. Mid Devon District Council have confirmed the verges they cut are as on the attached
maps and there are 5 cuts per year.
4. The 2020/201 cost is £3,804.63.
5. The following information has been provided for 2021/2022
“Please find details below the proposed grass cutting charges in your
Parish/Town for 2021-2022 in order to assist in your budget setting.
The charges to your Parish/Town are based on; your current regime,
the areas we cut and which includes an inflationary increase. This
charge takes into account the subsidy provided by Devon County
Council for grass cutting visibility areas of their land within your
Parish/Town four times a season. We are awaiting the final agreed
figure and until this time cannot guarantee the figure quoted.
Therefore your contribution for 2021-2022 will be: £3918.77 ex. VAT”

Report prepared: 18 February 2021
Report author: Town Clerk
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Agenda No 15, Bus Shelter Cleaning
The Committee is asked to note the current cleaning arrangements for bus shelters and
provide guidance on reviewing the arrangements

Introduction
1. The Town Council currently pays for a weekly clean of 6 bus shelters:
Padbrook,
Higher Bullring
St George’s Well
3 on Willand Road
Background Information
2. The former Town Clerk has provided the following background information
 The Town Council installed the bus shelter in Higher Bullring about 20 years
ago. It’s the only bus shelter that the Town Council owns and is responsible
for and it is insured by the Council. At that time we asked XXXX to clean it
 A few years later the Council was asked by residents for a shelter in Swallow
Way. DCC agreed to install the shelter with the proviso that the Town
Council took responsibility for its maintenance. The Town Council agreed to
this condition and XXXX then started to clean that bus shelter as well (I am
thinking at least 15 years ago).
 The 3 bus shelters in Willand Road were installed by various developers as a
condition of S.106 Agreements. When it became apparent that no-one else
was going to maintain them,xXXXX started to clean those as well (probably
about 10 years ago). The TC staff strim around these shelters from time to
time and the TC paid for repairs to be carried out when one of the glass
panels in one of the shelters was smashed.
 The Swallow Way bus shelter as installed By The remaining bus shelters
(High Street, In front of Baptist Church, Exeter Hill and Exeter Road),are
owned and maintained by Fernbank and they rent out advertising space on
the shelters and are responsible for their maintenance.

Report Prepared: 21 February 2021
Report Author: Town Clerk

