Autumn 2019
CULLOMPTON NEWS
Firstly, the Cullompton Food and Drink Festival is
back. As usual, it will coincide with the Farmers’
Market on Saturday 12 October 2019 and will
host an array of locally produced food and drink,
quality fast food and demonstrations from the top
Chefs in the district. A full programme of events
has been arranged and can be found in the centre
page pull-out; it’s a great day to get out and see
what’s what!

The new public toilet plans have now been
submitted together with plans for a small housing
development behind The Kings Head and facing
Station Road; this development will offer affordable
rents to professional singles or couples and as part
of the community investment, a brand new, single
and accessible toilet facility will be constructed.
Thereafter, it will be cleaned and maintained by
the Town Council.

The council continues to do its work. The Cemetery
continues to be maintained to a high standard by
a dedicated team of outdoor staff and the new
play areas are settling well and are used by a
wide age group. There have been some reports
of Anti-Social Behaviour at, particularly, Tufty Park
and if you witness such behaviour, you should
immediately contact the Police non-emergency
number at 101.

Planning is well underway for the Christmas Lights
Festival. The schools have been asked to design
the Mayoral Christmas Card and the lantern parade
and formal switch-on of the lights together with
other events, including a special visit by Santa and
his elves. It take place on Saturday 30 November
2019. Remember to save the date in your diaries
for this ever popular family day!

The council is currently investigating ways in which
it can improve the small but significant play area at
Rivermead; whilst it is relatively small, there are a
number of Primary School aged children that live
in the immediate vicinity and as some funding is
available. It is hoped to progress with this project
shortly.

Finally, Mid Devon District Council is in the early
stages of creating a Masterplan for the centre
of Cullompton with a view to increasing and
sustaining its viability and attraction in this historic
market town. There will be a consultation phase
to look out for - if you have a view on where you
see the town in the future and what improvements
you would like to see, please have your say.
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Need our help? Contact your Town Councillors:
South Ward:

Telephone/Email

Eileen ANDREWS
Kerry BALDWIN
Mel DAVEY
Gordon GUEST
Lloyd KNIGHT
Will JONES

01884 38350 (Telephone only)
kerry.baldwin@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
mel.davey@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
gordon.guest@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
lloyd.knight@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
william.jones@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk

North Ward:
Robert DIETRICH
Kate HASLETT
Janet JOHNS
Ian MORTON
Martin SMITH

robert.dietrich@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
kate.haslett@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
janet.johns@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
ian.morton@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
martin.smith@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk

Outer Ward:
James BUCZKOWSKI

james.buczkowski@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk

Full details of your Councillor contact information can be found under ‘My Council’ on the
Town Council website. Each Councillor’s Committee membership is also listed so you can
approach the relevant Committee Chairperson/members with any topic-related questions.
Your Town Councillors are all active in the community, but we can’t meet everyone - please
let us know what you need from us!
Why not have an Allotment
• Grow your own...
• Feed your family...
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• Keep fit...
• Make new friends...
Applications to:

or
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admin@cullomptontowncouncil.gov.uk
01884 38249 or at the Council offices.

RELIEF ROAD CONSULTATION
Devon County Council is holding a 2019 Consultation on Cullompton
Town Centre Relief Road. Consultation will be open between 19th
of November and 20th of December 2019.
For more information and details of future exhibitions see posters
around town or the below website in November 2019:
https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/
cullompton-town-centre-relief-road/

Council succeeds with first stage application for
Cullompton restoration funding
Mid Devon District Council has heard that its
application to the High Streets Heritage Action
Zone Programme for Cullompton has successfully
passed the first stage.

to the Higher Bullring area of the town. The Council
will need to submit a full programme design by
January 2020 in discussion with Historic England,
with the aim of starting the scheme in April 2020.

Historic England has announced
that they will work with the District
Council to develop a detailed scheme
for the programme. This could see
improvements to buildings in the
historic core of the town and support a
complete relook at the high street. This
is welcome news and is an important
step in continuing efforts to regenerate
Cullompton. The Council has already
begun its consultation on a masterplan
and continues work to deliver a relief
road that will alleviate traffic and free-up
the town centre.
The Council has always recognised the
importance of Cullompton’s unique
heritage. The Heritage Action Zone bid
will allow sensitive restoration of the
conservation area in keeping with its future
aspirations.

YOUR LOCAL

LEGAL EXPERTS

Cllr Graeme Barnell, Cabinet Member for
Planning and Regeneration, said:
“This announcement comes at an important
time for Cullompton’s future. Restoring
what is best in the town’s rich heritage and
improving the visual appearance of the high
street will help revitalise the town. This will
make it more attractive to shoppers and
visitors and lead to wider regeneration.”
If the bid is ultimately successful, the funding
will support grants for repairs and restoration to
historic buildings. It will also see improvements

We’re here for you

Contact us now for advice

Offering a full range of legal services.
Our services include:
• Residential Conveyancing
• Personal Injury
• Medical Negligence
• Civil Litigation

•
•
•
•

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Commercial Services
Divorce & Separation
Commercial Property

Direct lawyer contact

No hidden costs

Same-day response

Free Initial Assessment

Cullompton
38 High Street,
Cullompton, Devon
EX15 1AE
01884 33818

Exeter
21 Southernhay East,
Exeter, Devon
EX1 1QQ

01392 285000

Newton Abbot
66 Queen Street,
Newton Abbot, Devon
TQ12 2ER
01626 330127

Changing the way you see lawyers.
01884 33818
mail@dunnandbaker.co.uk
WWW.DUNNANDBAKER.CO.UK

Cullompton - Then and Now...
A photographic exhibition of Cullompton
then and now.
A selection of photographs of Cullompton
taken in times gone by and very recently
to demonstrate how much and yet how
little Cullompton has changed.

As well as the photographic
exhibition, there will be a Flower
Festival and a display of sculptures
made by local people at a recent
Willow Workshop.

St Andrew’s Church Cullompton
Saturday 12 October 2019, 10am until 4pm

A life journey of creative discoveries, influenced by
painter Stanley Spencer, inspired by wood engraver Eric
Gill, Chris is a fascinating and amazing artist in glass

MAGICAL
GLASS

CHRIS AINSLIE, FELLOW OF GUILD OF GLASS ENGRAVERS

7.30PM | 9 OCT 2019 | TICKETS £8 (£4 FOR CAH FRIENDS)
AT THE WALRONDS, FORE STREET, CULLOMPTON
TICKETS: FROM DESIGN @ NO.9, 9 FORE ST, CULLOMPTON
or WWW.WEGOTTICKETS.COM/EVENT/475874
or VIA INFO@CULLOMPTONARTSHOUSE.ORG

CULLOMPTON FARMERS’ MARKET
For a second year in
a row, Cullompton
Farmers’ Market has
reached the finals in the
Devon Food and Drink
Awards for Best Farmers’
Market. Last year they
won the award. So what makes Cullompton
Farmers’ Market [CFM] so special? Like
many markets these days CFM struggles
to compete with supermarkets on price,
availability and many supermarkets are
sourcing from local producers, which can’t
be a bad thing. The Farmers’ Markets have
always been a route to market for small
businesses who are trying to get on or keep
going on the business
ladder and who want
to test their products
in the most realistic
way – direct to the
consumer. Some of
the producers go on
to bigger things which
means there is always
room for new traders
to start. The criteria
is that the food or
drink must be made
or grown within a 30
miles radius where
possible, which brings
an interesting range

of products to the market from a wide
part of Devon and even into Somerset.
CFM is also well known for its community
spirit, supporting local charities, but never
religious or political activities. But they
do make everyone feel welcome and are
always friendly to customers. The traders
themselves are well known for their rapport
with and care for each other [sometimes to
the point of forgetting why they are there!]
So to answer the question of why they
have been short listed again, why not come
along and see for yourselves. More stalls
are still to be announced so visit Facebook:
Cullompton Farmers’ Market for more
information.

Food & Drink Festiv
Farmers’ Market - 9.30am until 4pm
The Dilly Boys

One of them will do a short warm-up set from 9:30!

Official Opening of the Farmers’ Market and Food Festival

10.00-10.45

Devon County Councillor John Berry and Cullompton Town Mayor Lloyd Knight

The Dilly Boys (Reprise)
Pec ‘n’ Pec
Bradninch Millers Morris Dancers
Trading at this year’s festival will be:
Ambrose eggs bread and honey
‘Dirty Old Goat’ Soap
Imogen’s honey
Mole End Plants
Mandy’s Must Haves Jewellery
Ridgeway Cider
Tiverton & District Country Markets
Vitamin Sea fish and deli products
Westcott Boer goat and garden metalwork

10.45

11.30-12.15
13.00
14.30

Bloomberry Juice non alcoholic drinks and smoothie bikes
Good Game charcuterie and meats
Michael Archibald mutton & venison
Mrs Gill’s Cakes
Norworthy Goats Cheese
Shillingford Organic Veg
Trow Farm Fudge
Washford Pyne lamb and wool
Westcountry Fayre Cheeses

Gluten free diets are catered for.
There will be a tombola stall full of local products together with music and
refreshments all day.

St Andrew’s Church - 10am until 4pm
Cullompton Community Choir

12.30

There will be a display of willow sculpture created at the Willow Workshop, a Flower Festival and a
Harvest Festival Display by the Farmers’ Market.
There will also be an exhibition of photographs comparing and contrasting Cullompton then and now- do
you recognise these places?

Refreshments and toilets available in the Community Centre Cullompton Police
Cadets Adverture Trail - entries by 4pm
The Cullompton Adventure Trail - go and search the clues whilst you see things you miss when you pass
by every day. Lots to look for in and around the town and most clues can be seen from outside. Follow
the trail from the Church, through Fore Street to finish with a prize for the children at the Farmers’
Market.

val 2019 Programme
The Walronds - All Day
Chef Demonstrations:

Sue Stoneman
Iona Collins - Sourdough and Bread Making
Students of the Michael Caines Academy
Jim Fisher (Exeter Cookery School) - Pasta Making

10.30
11.30
12.30
14.15

Stalls and Activities:
Otter Vale preserves
Pete Smith’s fudge
Neal’s Yard
Devon Wildlife Trust
Linda Dietrich baby wear Oak Park Dairy
YMCA climbing wall and inflatable assault course

Forever - Aloe Vera
Churros stall
JJ Nuts
Emma & Matt - (body art and balloon creations)
Iona Collins bread stall (St Sidwell‘s)
Spreyton Press

Street Food:
Ginger Pig

Hungry Hog

Exeter Brewery with a band and a Barbeque

StreetFood South West

Cullompton Community Centre 10am until 2pm
Friday 11 October 2019
Tribute Night

19.30-late

A great night of music and entertainment. Tickets are available from the Community
Centre on 01884 33265.

Friday 11 October 2019
Live Music
Church Bell Ringing (Bell ringers from Tavistock)
Bradninch Millers Morris Dancers
More LiveMusic

10.00-11.00
11.15-12.00
12.00-12.30
12.30-14.00

Refreshments and toilets available all day.
The Baptist Church
Sacred Heart Singing Group
Come and have a listen or even have a go!

10.30

F o r ge W

nd

ay

re w

’s

Higher Bullring

High Street

St A

Baptist Church

Town Hall

Tiverton Rd
Fore Street

St Andrew’s
Church and
Community
Centre

t

Chu r c h S

ill
it H

ckp

Co

r Hill

The Walronds

Exete

What’s where...

Station Road

FLY TIPPING
Since April of this
year, 66 incidents
of fly-tipping have
been
reported
to the Council by
diligent members
of the public.
The quality of
information
provided in each case has helped to ensure the
Council’s Street Scene team has reacted swiftly
– from conducting initial investigations, through
to the removal of the dumped waste – thereby
preventing further accumulation and preserving
Mid Devon’s scenic landscape.
Fly-tipping can be liquid or solid in nature and can
vary in scale significantly, from a single bin bag of
waste to large quantities of waste dumped from
trucks. Fly-tipping is not only illegal, it poses a threat
to humans and wildlife, damages our environment,
and spoils our towns and countryside. More than
one million incidents of fly-tipping were reported
to UK Councils in 2016/17, costing £57.7 million of
tax payers’ money to clean up.
The Street Scene team is responsible for clearing
fly-tipped waste from public land. Land managers,
occupiers or owners of private property are
responsible for clearing and disposing of any flytipping found on private land. However, the team
investigates all incidents of fly-tipping and will take
enforcement action where appropriate, regardless
of land ownership.
To make a successful prosecution, the team needs
sufficient information, combined with a willingness
from any witnesses to provide a written statement
in line with court proceedings. Anyone convicted
for fly-tipping will face hefty fines, and/or prison
sentences. The same penalties also apply to the
person who produced the waste. Therefore, if
you’ve hired the services of a private company to
dispose of your waste, it’s imperative you check
that the service provider holds a valid Waste
Carrier’s Licence and you’re certain that the waste
will be disposed of legally. Receipts and contact
details of the company used should be retained.
If you witness fly-tipping taking place on public
land, useful information to record includes:
•

Time and date of the incident

•

A description of the person(s) dumping
the waste

•

A description of the vehicle(s) involved,
including registration numbers

•

A description of the waste dumped,
including amount and type

•

A photograph, providing it is safe to take
one

Fly-tipping can be reported to the council via its
Customer First team on 01884 255255, or online
via the MDDC’s website at middevon.gov.uk/
ReportFlyTipping. There is also a link on the Town
Council’s website home page.
Do not try to rummage through the waste yourself
to look for evidence as there may be hazardous or
sharp items hidden in amongst it. The Street Scene
team will carry out a thorough examination of the
waste as part of their investigation.

EMPOWERING ENTERPRISE

Some people might assume that a young
person is unemployed because they lack skills
and motivation, and that they simply need to
‘work harder’. These kinds of assumptions that
narrowly focus on the individual don’t consider
the contextual factors that shape the lives of
marginalised people. This makes it hard to support
young people into work and make the most of
their talent, leaving all of us worse off.
The Empowering Enterprise project works with
18-24 year olds across Devon who are Not in
Employment, Education or Training (NEET) and
specifically those who face significant barriers in
finding and securing employment. Mentors on the
project are able to see young people as individuals,
embedded in their own particular circumstances
and work from there to help them move forward
to develop and exhibit their employability and life
skills.
As well as supporting these young people directly,
Empowering Enterprise wants to raise awareness
amongst managers, HR staff and employers in
Devon, regarding the importance of inclusive
employment and the role that they have to play
in this story.
We can trust that most people simply apply to
jobs that they feel capable of doing. We all have
some inhibitions when applying to a new role, but
we think these through and weigh up whether we

believe ourselves to be a good fit for the role. The
very same can be said for young people who are
often assumed by employers to be ‘unfit’ for work,
including wheelchair users, those experiencing
poor mental health, people that speak English as
an additional language, autistic people, and many
other groups that face additional barriers in the
workplace and beyond.
Consequently, be encouraged to focus on the
strengths, skills and potential in each individual that
engages with you as a potential employer, as they
will understand the barriers they face, and how
they can be overcome, much better than anyone
else. If you do have concerns about their ability
to fulfil the role’s requirements, acknowledge and
challenge your assumptions – by opening up a
conversation with the candidate! The likelihood is
that there are things that you can do to develop
your ability to ensure that your workplace is an
inclusive one that anyone can engage with and
offer their talents to!
One employer, local to Exeter, shared how easy,
but unhelpful, it can be to simply assume your
workplace is inclusive and accessible. They hosted
an Empowering Enterprise participant for work
experience and reflected:
“We had assumed - like lots of businesses do
- it’s a new building with new furniture - that
somebody in the wheelchair will be easily
able to use our desks. But the
young person couldn’t take his
wheelchair under the desk and
reach the computer.
It was a major eye opener for
us. We do see wheelchair users
here, but not very often. We had
assumed the space is going to
be OK for wheelchair users. But,
actually, why are there not many
wheelchair users here? Do they
come here and think: “Hmm.. No,
this is not a good place for me”?

We are making some changes
now, and have secured some
funding for new wheelchairaccessible desks – they can be
made higher or lower depending
on a person’s needs.”
An
Empowering
Enterprise
participant shares how powerful
it has been for him to experience
respect and support through the
project, and in the workplace:
“I had no confidence, I was
always miserable. All I wanted
to do was find work and get routine, but
every second I wasn’t in work, I got more
and more depressed… But then I met Ana,
my [Empowering Enterprise] mentor… I
have more confidence now… I can get a job
because I’m me! I work in the Co-Op now. I
like it there; everyone is nice and supportive.
I love working for Co-Op… It gives me
purpose... Now I know I deserve to be happy,
I’m worth it.”
You may be concerned about the financial
costs involved in developing inclusivity in your
workplace. The truth is that many changes are
cultural and not financially costly. Others can be
accounted for by candidates or employees applying
for Access to Work – a government scheme that

funds ‘reasonable adjustments’ that the employer
must make to ensure that a candidate or employee
is not disadvantaged whilst doing, or applying for,
their job. For support specific to Devon, Devon
County Council, have joined up with Jobcentre
Plus to produce the Ready Devon campaign, which
provides localised support and advice on how to
attract, recruit and retain disabled people, as well
as the benefits of becoming Disability Confident.
Empowering Enterprise is funded by the European
Social Fund and The National Lottery Community
Fund. For more information and resources on
inclusive employment, please visit:
http://www.empoweringenterprise.org.uk/
employers/inclusive-employment.

EMERGENCY PLANNING
It’s the time of year when you should start thinking
about Emergency Planning. The nights are
drawing in, the clocks will shortly be going back
an hour, the nights are longer and the weather
becomes more inclement. Emergencies can affect
you and your community with little or no warning.
Being prepared can help reduce the effect on
you and your families’ lives reduce the need for
external help and enable you to support those
most vulnerable in your community. Disruption to
essential services such as water and electricity, to
regional transport and communication networks
and damage to property are all ways in which an
emergency can affect our everyday lives.
As Cullompton lies in the valley of the River Culm,
there are especially low lying areas that are prone
to flooding. The last significant flooding occurred
in 2012 and this resulted in several hundred homes
being flooded; this incident was particularly
damaging as there were two incidences of heavy
rain that caused flooding within days of each other.
Since then, there has been significant investment
by the Environment Agency, working in partnership
with other public bodies, to mitigate flooding as far
as possible. The bank in front of Heyridge Meadow
has been modified to channel running water away
from Knightswood and there has been a flood
defence barrier installed behind Rivermead and
Chestnut Avenue, including a removable barrier
across the junction of Chestnut Avenue and
Duke Street, to mitigate rising water from the
Cullompton Community Association Fields flood
plain. However, these defences are not perfect.

•

such as flood barriers to the access
and egress points to your home. These
measures could include flood defence
boards that are easily stored when not
in use and easily installed should they be
needed.
Install a non-return valve into your main
sewer waste pipe. This with prevent back
flow of sewerage into your home.

In addition, and should you need to be evacuated
from your home, it is advisable to have a “grab
bag” available in order that you can evacuate at
very short notice. The contents of such a bag
could include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Warm clothing.
Changes of clothing, underwear, socks
and shoes.
Toiletries, personal hygiene and other
comfort items.
A dressing gown and/or night clothes.
Required medication.
A good book and something to amuse the
children!

It is always worth remembering that the best
defence is self-defence. It is better to be prepared
now rather than having to rush and forget
something important at the last second.

It is important that you take what measures are
necessary to help your own resilience in the
event of significant flooding. There are several
things that you can do to your own property:
•

Install individual property defences

The M5, CCA Fields, Rivermead and Chestnut Avenue
during the flood event in 2012
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